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AWARD-WINNING SEA SAFARI CAPTAIN & TOUR GUIDE
Businessman and adventurer who connects with tourists and locals alike to explore the stunning coastline of Ireland.
Progressive thinker who considers fuel efficiencies, environmental implications, and safety requirements while maintaining a
love of the water and zest for life.
Winner of the 2017 Future Achiever Award from the Irish Marine Industry Board (IMIB).
Shortlisted for the 2017 Marine Tourism & Leisure Operator of the Year from the IMIB.
Maintains a 5* rating on TripAdvisor.com and ranks among the ‘Top 10 Things to Do in County Cork.’

CAREER SNAPSHOT
CORK SEA TOURS
Owner & Operator

Launched a sea safari business in County Cork, which became the premier tour
company in the south of Ireland. Turned a profit after 6 months on the water. Led
more than 150 sea safaris with 100% safety rating.

SPIKE ISLAND ADVENTURES
Boat Operator

Partnered with established adventure center to provide water transportation from
Crosshaven to Spike Island Adventures. Brought >1,600 passengers safely across
the harbor while also providing an entertaining atmosphere aboard the boat.

CORK HARBOR WATER TAXI
Lead Water Taxi Operator

Transported >1,000 riders in <6 months across Cork Harbor to Cobh and other
small ports around the County Cork coastline. Enabled the company to maintain
operation during the winter months.

CROSSHAVEN BOATS
Boat Builder

Built high-performing boats from the ground up solely from experience gained
through apprenticeship and observation. Performed above and beyond owner’s
expectations and was gifted a €30,000 boat as a token of gratitude for hard work.

MYRTLEVILLE BOAT REPAIR
Boat Repairman

Hired to paint boats and quickly became an apprentice for the lead boat
repairman. Continued to grow passion for the water by gaining extensive
knowledge and experience in repairing and maintaining top-of-the-line vessels.

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S & E D U C A T IO N
QUALIFICATIONS ACHIEVED: Powerboat Level 1 & 2, Advanced Powerboat Certificate, Instructor’s Certificate
All certifications were achieved by the age of 18.
EDUCATION GAINED: Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration from Cork Institute of Technology, 2003
Graduated at the top of the class and served as Class Speaker.
Maintained a 3.8 GPA while also playing Goalkeeper for Institute’s Hurling Team.

C O L M O ’ D O N O VA N

087.123.4567 | colm@corkseatours.ie | page 2 of 2

P R O F E S S IO N A L & L IF E E X P E R IE N C E S
C H I E F T O U R G U I D E & O W N E R / O P E R A T O R | Cork Sea Tours, Cork City, Co. Cork
Created tourism company to share extensive knowledge and pride of the Cork Harbor and coastline.

2014 – Present

“Colm is a star. His tour is by far the best thing we did in Ireland! 5* all across the board! Thanks, Colm!”
– Jenny M, TripAdvisor Review

•
•
•

Operated at full capacity for summer months meaning more than 1,500 passengers experienced time on the water,
often for the first time.
Built relationships with local fishermen and business owners to collaborate on services, such as organizing BBQs and
spotting wildlife to ensure the best experiences possible.
Maintained safety standards above the national requirements, including SOPs, extensive First Aid kits, and two anchors
on each boat.

B O A T O P E R A T O R | Spike Island Adventures, Spike Island, Co. Cork
Partnered with adventure center to transport participants from Crosshaven to Spike Island.

2013 – Present

“Colm’s customer service is the first thing our clients experience – and his is top-notch.”
– Padraig O’Caoimh, Owner of Spike Island Adventures

•
•

Provided an additional selling point to the adventure center by providing short coastline tours as part of the center’s
all-inclusive package.
Safely transported >1,600 passengers from Crosshaven to Spike Island Adventures.

L E A D W A T E R T A X I O P E R A T O R | Cork Harbor Water Taxi, Crosshaven, Co. Cork
Operated a 10-passenger water taxi from Crosshaven to Cobh year round.

2011 – 2013

“Our best operator. Full stop.” – Thomas Murphy, Co-Founder of Cork Harbor Water Taxi
•
•

Worked with business owners to grow service 100% by marketing to both locals and tour groups.
Brought >1,000 passengers across the harbor, navigating around shipping vessels and cruise ships.

C A N C E R S U R V I V O R | Cork City, Co. Cork
2010 – 2011
Diagnosed with a high-grade, stage 4 form of Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in the esophagus and discovered it had spread to
several vital organs.
“I’m not a quitter and the love of the water and the desire to get back on my boat is what got me through.” – Colm O’Donovan
•
•

Remained in the hospital for >2 months; received chemo every 21 days for 6 months.
Dramatically turned a corner and reached complete remission from cancer after 9-month battle.

B O A T B U I L D E R | Crosshaven Boats, Crosshaven, Co. Cork
2006 – 2010
Gained reputation of being a perfectionist when building boats, from every screw being tightened to the last stroke of paint
being applied perfectly.
“One of the best boat builders we’ve ever had … such as solid man.” – Fergus Delaney, Owner of Crosshaven Boats
•
•

Built a €75,000 vessel to the owner’s specifications, including size, hardware, and design. Owner commented that ‘the
boat not only ran perfectly, but she feels like an extension of myself.’
Received a €30,000 boat as a token of gratitude from owners of company for devotion and dedication to work and the
craftsmanship put into every build.

E A R L Y C A R E E R E X P E R I E N C E | Boat Repairman, Myrtleville Boat Repair, 2004 – 2006

L IF E P H IL O S O P H Y
“I know it’s cheesy, but it’s true – Life really is too short to not be doing something you love. I’ve been
through the ringer in my life and I fought to survive. That life-altering battle just made it more clear to me
that I want to spend my life on the water and my deepest desire is for others to experience that love as
well. That’s what I’m doing with all my work in Cork – to allow people to appreciate the freedom and
serenity of the water, wildlife, and coastline of Ireland.’

J U S T IF IC A T IO N
Colm first came to me to help him write the application for the IMIB awards. He didn’t have a resume and really didn’t have a
need for one. But when he won the IMIB Future Achiever Award and was shortlisted for the second award, he got a sparkle in
his eye and wanted something that could help him not only network better but also help find other opportunities to grow his
business. The first page is formatted specifically as a one-pager networking resume while the second page goes into more
detail and evidence as to his work experience.
Colm also miraculously beat a terrible cancer diagnosis that is a big part of who he is today, so we added that experience as a
‘position’ as he had to fight for his life in a way that was a full-time job. The quote we included from Colm in that section is
echoed in the Life Philosophy – sharing his love of the water, tourism, Ireland, and where his passion came from.
Note: while this was an international resume, for the purpose of this competition, I’ve used American English and formatted it
to US Letter paper size. The Irish names are spelled correctly.

